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The home Government made it clear that there was no
question of any transfer of sovereignty, or of anything being
done without the consent or against the wishes of the Colonies
concerned. Their Governments were indeed parties to the
agreements, which provided for compensation for any rights
or property affected. Naturally the status of the inhabitants
as British subjects was in no way affected.
After the war, an Anglo-American Caribbean Commission
was set up, with English and American co-chairmen, to
promote the social welfare and economic development of
both British and American territories in the West Indies.
Much useful work was carried out by this body and ,the
experiment proved so successful that the Commission was
later enlarged to include the French and Dutch colonies
in this area. At the same time, further constitutional reforms
were introduced in Jamaica, Trinidad, and Barbados, mark-
ing new advances towards self-government, and despite both
economic and political troubles, the West Indies as a whole
can look with confidence to a future now largely in its own
hands.